Recent developments in the field of oxa-Michael reactions.
Oxa-Michael reactions, i.e. addition reactions of oxygen nucleophiles to conjugated systems, have traditionally received much less attention from the scientific community compared to the addition of carbon nucleophiles to conjugate acceptor systems (Michael reaction). This was mainly due to lack of reactivity and selectivity of these reactions. Within the last few years however, there has been a remarkable increase in publications focussing on method development as well as applications to natural product synthesis. This tutorial review discusses instructive examples that have substantially broadened the scope of oxa-Michael reactions.